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A Fond Fairwell 
By Rabbi Eric Cohen 

Summer is upon us, and it is a bittersweet time 
for me.  I love New Hampshire at this time of 
year, but it is also my last summer as your 
rabbi.  My last day will be July 15.  Looking 
back on the past 5 years, I swell with pride at all 
this congregation has accomplished.  Weôve 
instituted regular ñTot Shabbats,ò Junior 
Congregations, and Womenôs Rosh Chodesh 
classes.  We had our first game night, our first 
ñSchmooze with the Rabbi" series, and weôre 
organizing regular cooking classes.  Our 
Religious School continues to grow and 
prosper.   Our morning minyan is going strong 
thanks to Stephen Singer.  Chanukah, Purim 
and Passover programs draw record 
crowds.  Our Comedy Night fund-raiser 
continues to be successful. For a congregation 
of 90+ households, Temple Israel Manchester is 
doing a phenomenal job.  I am so proud to have 
been a part of this success story.   

What can we do to maintain this wonderful 
growth?  The key ingredient is member 
involvement.  We need folks to choose an 
activity that they can commit to.  Celine 
Berlanger has done a wonderful job with our 
first Mitzvah projects, such as collecting food 
and toiletries for the local homeless 
shelters.  She could use input and support in 
continuing these efforts. Norri Oberlander 
worked hard to organize our first ñSoireeò and 

our first game night; she could use a hand in 
organizing the next one.  Our kitchen 
committee, under the direction of Carol 
Sternberg, could always use help in prepping 
for Kiddush (30 minutes once a week is all it 
takes).   

Our Friday and Saturday services often miss a 
minyan by just 1or 2 folks.  It would be 
wonderful if someone could devise a kind of 
rotation among members, with reminders, so 
we could have at least 10 folks each 
Shabbat.  David Winthrop works hard to keep 
our Torahs rolled and the building in order.  He 
could use help with both.   

Our fund-raising committee, under the 
leadership of Joy Sydney, Pam Saulten, Norri 
Oberlander, and Sedra Michaelson, can use 
additional  ñwarm bodiesò to plan more 
events.  We only have one major fundraiser 
each year, and we really should have another.   

Logistically, Adult Ed has been a challenge to 
organize these past few months.  I am confident 
that our new rabbi, Gary Atkins, has ideas.  But, 
he needs members to assist him, and to offer to 
take the lead in some of these efforts. 

As I leave the synagogue, I want to tell you what 
a pleasure it has been to get to know each and 
every one of you.  I have been fortunate to work 
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with a synagogue board that is cooperative and 
communicates well.  Steve Saulten has been a 
great president; I have been so lucky in having 
a lay leader on whom I could rely, and whose 
judgment I could trust.  I will miss this 
community very much, but I know I leave you in 
excellent shape for further growth.  May you go 
from strength to strength! 

Rabbi Eric, PhD 

 

By Karen Jacobs 

Shalom families! We just completed yet another 
very successful school year.  

Kindergarten and Grade 1: Taught by Charlotte 
Crockett, students worked on the Aleph-Bet, 
learning to recognize all of the Hebrew letters, 
all of the vowels, and even starting to decipher 
and decode simple words.  As we all know, 
reading Hebrew differs vastly from reading 
English - the direction of the written language 
and vowels under consonants ï so for students 
this young to have this skill is a major 
achievement.   This class also studied the 
holidays and practice.  But most importantly, 
they learned about becoming a Kehilla, a sacred 
community.   

Grades 2 and 3: Taught by our newest staff 
member, Joan Vick, brings the unique 
advantage of a very creative mind to the 
classroom.  This class learned a lot by doing, 
from making cookies in the shapes of the 
Aleph-Bet, to making their own personal yad for 
Shavout.  More wonderful craft activities took 
place in this class than in previous years.  Joan 
also got the class reading Hebrew and learning 
basic prayer words and roots.  They took a 
quick ñtourò of Israel starting to learn to love 
the homeland of the Jewish people.   

Grades 4 and 5: Taught by Aida Koocher, these 
students studied and learned the liturgy for the 
Kabbalat Shabbat (the Friday evening service). 
The teaching included the prayers and 
meanings, along with the structure of the over 
all service.   This is the first year of a three-year 
study program of the Shabbat liturgy.  This 
class also studied what it really means to be a 
community; how individuals play a role and 
how their roles affect each other.  They also 
spent a full year in Israel, learning about many 
of key places with historic and Biblical 
connections.  This helps the students connect 
our very special history with the place.  

Grades 6 and 7:  I taught this class.  So far this 
year, we have celebrated B'nai Mitzvot of 
Alyssa Hunt, Hannah Frank, and Izzy Schill; 
Mikayla Feldman and Samuel Cooperman to be 
celebrated in the fall.  Study time was spent 
learning the Torah service, the core of the 
service for their Bar and Bat Mitzvah.  Students 
in this class are all now capable of leading the 
start of  the Torah service for the entire 
congregation.  We also studied key prophets, 
the messages they delivered, and why those 
messages important to this day.  We started a 
new history textbook but did not finish; the 
students are encouraged to read it on their own 
over the summer.  

For the first time, this year we also had a full 
time Hebrew tutor.   Pat Biagi helped students 
who had just joined our school or were falling 
behind in their Hebrew reading skills catch up 
and keep up.  Her ability to work one-on-one 
with individual students is very valuable. 

Very special recognition must go to Zoe 
Zeballos.  Zoe is one of our high school 
students who volunteers every week as a 
Madracha (teacherôs aide) in our K-1 class.  Zoe 
does everything from organizing snacks to 
stepping up as substitute teacher when called 
upon.  The children love her and she is a 
wonderful role model.  Looking forward to 
accepting more of our post Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
students as madrachim. 

Planning for next year is already 
underway.  Books are being selected, supplies 
are being reviewed and ordered, and the 
curriculum is being set.  Hebrew for prayer is 
always in.  This coming year each class will 
also study Torah and Ethics.  As all our classes 
have multiple ages, our curriculum does have a 
two- to three-year cycle so children get as 
broad of a background as possible in the 
limited time we have.   

There also will be a high school class next year, 
and all students in Grades 8-12, regardless their 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah status, are welcome to 
join.  High school is informal and curriculum is 
student- - we cover a wide range topics from 
music to bullying to college to religious 
comparisons to current events.  The purpose of 
our high school class is keep Jewish teenagers 
connected with each other as a community.   

I want to personally thank all our teachers and 
volunteers for their efforts.  The school would 
not run nearly as well without their 
support.  Thank you to Aida Koocher and 
Charlotte Crockett for donating their valuable 
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time every single Sunday morning to bring a 
love of Judaism to our children.  They have 
done a great job teaching.  Both Aida and 
Charlotte have decided to retire from their full-
time teaching positions with the school.  One 
new teacher has already been hired, and I am 
actively interviewing for the other open 
position.  I welcome inquiries from anyone 
interested in joining our staff.  Volunteers are 
also welcome and encouraged. 

So, this may be substantially longer than I had 
planned at the outset, but it's all information 
worth sharing.  If you know of new families in 
our community looking for the best religious 
school in the area - please send me their 
contact information.  I'm happy to talk with 
them about the advantages we offer. 

Have a wonderful and safe summer.  See you at 
the open house August 27 and the first day of 
classes September 10. 

Morah Karen 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL TZEDAK 

Ruth Chevion in memory of Paul Fessel 
Marion & Seth Eisen in memory of Catherine Sherman  

Marion & Seth Eisen in memory of Sam Gruber 
Gary & Rochelle Lindner in memory of Shirley Lindner 

Michele Plotkin in memory of Sarah Plotkin 
Herta Grabstald in memory of Oswald Hausknecht 
Carol Harwood in memory of Sylvia Metz Milden 
Herta Grabstald in memory of Sarah Hausknecht 
Ruth Chevion in memory of Oswald Hausknecht 
Ruth Chevion in memory of Sarah Hausknecht 

Arlene Alpert in memory of Rose Levine 
Daniel Cohen in memory of Michael Cohen 
Robert Smith in memory of Hyman Smith 
Ilene Brogadir in memory of Harold Geyer 
Jayson Levine in memory of Rose Levine 

BRAVERMAN CHANUKAH FUND 

Phyllis & Jayson Levine in memory of Steven Novak 

MANDELL TORAH FUND 

Renee Brenner in honor of Bernie Gasser 
Bunny Golder in memory of Sidney Golder 
Bunny Golder in memory of Edith Mandell 

Phyllis & Jayson Levine in honor of Sarra Spiererôs marriage 
Renee Brenner in memory of Debbie Silverman 

SINGER FAMILY FUND 

Renee Brenner in honor of Joy & Michael Sydneyôs new 
granddaughter and Bernice Singerôs new great-granddaughter 

Louise Allard in honor of Joy & Michael Sydneyôs new 
granddaughter 

CHARLOTTE & HAROLD GROSS HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

Carol & Bob Sternberg in honor of Izzy Schill 
Carol & Bob Sternberg in honor of Hannah Franks 

BARLAND-ZLOTOWICZ LIBRARY FUND 

Isadora Zlotowicz in memory of Leah and Ephriam Bialo 

GENERAL FUND 

Elyse & Michael Earls in honor of Logan Earls 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Phyllis & Jayson Levine in honor of Rabbi Eric Cohen 

EKMAN FUND 

Rosalind Ekman Ladd in memory of Sonia Ekman 
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YAHRZEITS ï JULY 2017 
Tammuz 7 to Av 8 

Tammuz 7 1 Abraham Bresnick 
  Yitzhak Dishon 
  Harold Geyer 
  Sara Goldberg Hirsch 
  Essie Kramer 
  Morris Novak 
Tammuz 8 2 Harry Goldberg 
  Maurice Tevelov 
Tammuz 9 3 Anna B. Slosberg 
Tammuz 10 4 Sydney Burnston 
  Ida Litvin 
  Isaac Shamash 
Tammuz 12 6 Bernhard Benjamin 
  David Foster 
Tammuz 13 7 Claire Kurtz 
  Eliezer Leo Romer 
  Ross Alan Silberberg 
Tammuz 14 8 Rose Harris 
  Ethel Silver 
Tammuz 15 9 Fred Haas 
  Hyman Specter 
Tammuz 16 10 Molly Gruber 
  Benjamin Klein 
  Helen Eluto Miranda 
  Anne Taub 
  Marshall Wolfe 
Tammuz 17 11 Sophie Foster Margolis 
Tammuz 18 12 Dr. Morris Nathan Cohen 
  Dr. James Samuel Grevior 
  Stanley Kern 
Tammuz 19 13 Abraham Berke 
Tammuz 20 14 Serena Klein 
Tammuz 21 15 Leah Bialo 
  Sadie I. Cagan 
  Norman Morse Fox 
Tammuz 22 16 Sandra McCurdy 
Tammuz 23 17 Leon T. Rubin 
  Harry Tolman 
Tammuz 24 18 Howard Fieldman 
  Charles Hollander 
  Maurice Kane 
  Mort Rosen 
Tammuz 25 19 Abram Stein 

YAHRZEITS ï JULY 2017 
Tammuz 7 to Av 8 

  Nathan Tabachnick 
Tammuz 26 20 Robert Isaacson 
Tammuz 27 21 Doris Liverman 
  Sylvia Rosen 
  Gail Singer 
Tammuz 28 22 Abraham Feldman 
Tammuz 29 23 Max Fishbein 
  Bertha Lefcofsky 
  Charlie Sondik 
  Leon L. Weiner 
Av 1 24 Pearl Carlin 
  Jacob Itzkowitz 
  Lillian Whinston 
Av 2 25 Michael Cohen 
  Morris Rosencovitz 
Av 3 26 Marilyn Krattenstein 
Av 4 27 David Gruber 
  Abraham Margolis 
  George Resnick 
  Ida Schwartz 
Av 5 28 Newton Davidow 
  William Spilberg 
  Max Weterhahn 
Av 6 29 Sam Soreff 
Av 7 30 Ida Brenner 
  David Sklar 
Av 8 31 Abraham Gruber 
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